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news of the disaster, for which he was not respon-
sible, reached England the Beaconsfield Govern-
ment censured, but did not recall him. At this
distance of time we can see that their violations of
justice and expediency were far more flagrant in
the case of Bulgaria and Afghanistan than in the
case of South Africa. Yet in both instances they
received the support of many Liberal members,
whereas the whole Liberal Opposition united in a
vote of censure on their lenient treatment of the
man who, on his own responsibility, had involved
us in an unprovoked and unlucky war. Their
party majority saved them from defeat; but it was
understood that the Liberals had public opinion at
their back.

After a six months' campaign, Lord Chelmsford
succeeded in decisively defeating his barbarian
opponents. Before their final overthrow they had
unconsciously rendered a service to French as well
as to English Liberalism. The Prince Imperial,
as the fallen French Emperor's heir was entitled,
had gone out to the Cape as a volunteer in order to
acquire some of that military reputation which is
the obligatory stock-in-trade of a Bonapartist
pretender. He fell into a Zulu ambush, and, by
his death, relieved France from the fear of an
Imperialist restoration. His sword had not made
women childless ; but the sentence of the Hebrew
prophet seemed to be carried out with terrible
appropriateness on her who had forced on the
Franco-German War that her son's succession to
a tottering throne might be secured.

A period of commercial and agricultural distress